An Order of Service for the Seventh Sunday of Easter (Ascension Sunday)
Prelude:

At The Lamb’s High Feast We Sing, trans. Robert Campbell,
as sung by the Rector

Opening Hymn:
439 - Blest are the Pure in Heart
Blest are the pure in heart, for they shall see our God;
the secret of the Lord is theirs, their soul is Christ's abode.
The Lord, who left the heavens our life and peace to bring,
to dwell in lowliness with us, our pattern and our King,
still to the lowly soul his presence doth impart
and for a dwelling and a throne chooseth the pure in heart.
Lord, we thy presence seek; may ours this blessing be:
give us a pure and lowly heart, a temple fit for thee.
THE PENTENTIAL RITE WITH VERSICLES AND RESPONSES
Officiant:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. But if we confess our sins, God is faithful and just, and will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:8-9)
Dear friends in Christ, as we prepare to worship almighty God, let us
with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may
obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.
Most merciful God,

All:

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are
truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your name. Amen.

Priest:

All:

Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all
your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you
in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Officiant:
People:

Lord, open our lips,
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant:
People:

O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.

All:

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.
Amen. Alleluia!

Jubilate:

349 - All People that on Earth Do Dwell
All people that on earth do dwell,
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice.
Him gladly serve, His praise forth tell;
Come ye before Him and rejoice.
The Lord, ye know, is God indeed;
Without our aid He did us make;
We are His folk, He doth us feed,
And for His sheep He doth us take.
(sung by Fr. Matt acapella)
O enter then His gates with praise;
Approach with joy His courts unto;
Praise, laud, and bless His Name always,
For it is seemly so to do.
For why? the Lord our God is good;
His mercy is for ever sure;
His truth at all times firmly stood,
And shall from age to age endure.
THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

Epistle:

1 John 5:9-13

Reader:

A reading from the first letter of John.

If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony
of God that he has testified to his Son. Those who believe in the Son of God have the
testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not
believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. And this is the
testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has
life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you
who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal
life.

Reader:
People:

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day:

Psalm 103: 1-2, 11-12, 19-20

Fr. Matt Koovisk will play the refrain once on the piano.
The Bishop will sing the refrain once,
after which you’re invited to sing the refrain along with the Bishop.

My soul, give thanks to the Lord; all my being, bless his holy name.
My soul, give thanks to the Lord and never forget all his blessings.
For as the heavens are high above the earth so strong is his love for those who fear him.
As far as the east is from the west so far does he remove our sins.
The Lord has set his sway in heaven and his kingdom is ruling over all.
Give thanks to the Lord, all his angels, mighty in power, fulfilling his word.
Gospel:

John 17:6-19

Reader:
People:
Reader:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus said, "Father, I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the
world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now
they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to
me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came
from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not
asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they
are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them.
And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you.
Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one,
as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given
me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so
that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these
things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. I have
given them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the
world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the
world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world,

just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you
have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I
sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth."
Reader:
People:

The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon:

The Reverend Father Matt Koovisk
Rector
THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSIONS

The Apostles’ Creed
Officiant:
All:

Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the
Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn:

383 - Jesus Shall Reign

Jesus shall reign where e'er the sun doth its successive journeys run;
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, till moons shall wax and wane no more.
People and realms of every tongue dwell on his love with sweetest song;
and infant voices shall proclaim their early blessings on his name.
Blessings abound where e'er he reigns: the prisoners leap to lose their chains,
the weary find eternal rest, and all who suffer want are blest.
Let every creature rise and bring peculiar honours to our King;
angels descend with songs again, and earth repeat the loud Amen.

Prayers of the Faithful
Assistant:

In our prayers this day, we remember our brothers and sisters in the
Anglican Communion: we pray for the Archbishop of Canterbury,
Justin, and for the Anglican Church of Korea. We also remember our
own Primate, Linda; Mark, the National Indigenous Archbishop; and
Greg, our Metropolitan, and the Rt. Rev’d Michael Oulton, and the
people and clergy of the Diocese of Ontario.
We also remember our brothers and sisters in the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Canada, remembering their National Bishop,
Susan, the Bishop of the Manitoba-Northwestern Ontario Synod,
Jason, and Bishop Sid Haugen, and the people and rostered
ministers of the Saskatchewan Synod.
We remember our own diocesan family, praying for William, our
Bishop, Larry, the Assisting Bishop, and the Joint Anglican-United
Church, Snow Lake; St. Luke’s, Cormorant; and St. James’,
Thompson, all without resident clergy. We also remember and give
thanks for our own Tri-Valley Parish, for St. Mary’s, Virden, St.
Mark’s Elkhorn, St. John’s, Reston, and Christ Church, Melita,
remembering especially Matt and Anna, our priests, and Jacob, our
seminarian.
In joy and hope let us pray to the source of all life, saying, “Hear us,
Lord of glory!”

People:

That our risen Saviour may fill us with the joy of his holy and lifegiving resurrection, let us pray to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!

Assistant:
People:

That isolated and persecuted churches may find fresh strength in the
Easter gospel, let us pray to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!

Assistant:
People:

That he may grant us humility to be subject to one another in
Christian love, let us pray to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!

Assistant:
People:

That he may provide for those who lack food, work, or shelter, let us
pray to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!

Assistant:
People:
Assistant:

That by his power wars and famine may cease through all the earth,
let us pray to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!

That he may reveal the light of his presence to the sick, the weak, and
the dying, that they may be comforted and strengthened, let us pray
to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!

People:
Assistant:

That he may send the fire of the Holy Spirit upon his people, that we
may bear faithful witness to his resurrection, let us pray to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!

People:
Assistant:

Merciful Father, accept these prayers, both those spoken and those
deep in our hearts for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

People:

The Collect of the Day
Officiant:

All:

Almighty God, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great
triumph to your kingdom in heaven. Mercifully give us faith to know
that, as he promised, he abides with us on earth to the end of time;
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Officiant:
All:

And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever
and ever. Amen.

The Blessing
Priest:

May Christ, who out of defeat brings new hope and a new future, fill
you with his new life; and the blessing of God almighty: the ✠
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, come down upon you and
remain with you always. Amen.

Announcements, ending with the Closing Hymn: Lord, You Give The Great Commission
Lord, you give the great commission: "Heal the sick and preach the word."
Lest the church neglect its mission and the gospel go unheard,

help us witness to your purpose with renewed integrity;
with the Spirit's gifts empower us for the work of ministry.
Lord, you call us to your service: "In my name baptize and teach."
That the world may trust your promise, life abundant meant for each,
give us all new fervour, draw us closer in community;
with the Spirit's gifts empower us for the work of ministry.
Lord, you make the common holy: "This my body, this my blood."
Let your priests, for earth's true glory, daily lift life heavenward,
asking that the world around us share your children's liberty;
with the Spirit's gifts empower us for the work of ministry.
Lord, you show us love's true measure: "Father, what they do, forgive."
Yet we hoard as private treasure all that you so freely give.
May your care and mercy lead us to a just society;
with the Spirit's gifts empower us for the work of ministry.
Lord, you bless with words assuring: "I am with you to the end."
Faith and hope and love restoring, may we serve as you intend,
and, amid the cares that claim us, hold in mind eternity;
with the Spirit's gifts empower us for the work of ministry.
The Dismissal
Officiant:

Alleluia! This service has ended, and our service has just begun. Let
us go forth to love and serve the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

Postlude:

Love Overcomes, by Derek Johnson
Service Participants

Officiant:
Preacher:
1st Reading:
Gospeller:
Intercessions:
Responses:

Lt Jacob Friesen
The Rev’d Fr. Matt Koovisk
Marjorie Andrew
The Rev’d Anna Sproule
Pat Forbes
Pat Rutherford

