
An Order of Service for the Fifth Sunday of Easter 
  

Prelude Music:   He Came Down, by John Bell 
 

Opening Hymn:  Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee (Tune: HYMN TO JOY) 

Presider: In the name of the ✠ Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
Presider: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Presider: May his grace and peace be with you. 
People: May he fill our hearts with joy. 
 
Presider: Almighty God, 
All: to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Presider: Glory to God in the highest, 



All:  and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God 
and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your 
glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at 
the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the 
Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Presider: Let us pray. 

 
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give 
us grace to love one another and walk in the way of his commandments, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

 
THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 
The First Reading:  1 John 4: 7-21 
 
Reader:  A reading from the first letter of St. John. 
 
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of 
God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God's love 
was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might 
live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought 
to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and 
his love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he 
has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son 
as the Saviour of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, 
and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is 
love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been 
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgement, because 
as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for 
fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We 
love because he first loved us. Those who say, "I love God," and hate their brothers or 



sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot 
love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who 
love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

Reader:  The word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

The Psalm of the Day - Psalm 22: 26-28, 30-32 

 
My vows I will pay for those who fear him. 
The poor shall eat and shall have their fill. 

They shall praise the Lord, those who seek him. 
May their hearts live forever and ever! 

 

 
All the earth shall remember and return to the Lord, 

all families of the nations worship before him. 
They shall worship him, all the mighty of the earth; 
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust. 

 

 
And my soul shall live for him, my children serve him. 
They shall tell of the Lord to generations yet to come, 

declare his faithfulness to peoples yet unborn: 
“These things the Lord has done.” 

 

 

Gospel Reading:   John 15:1-8 
 
Reader:  The Lord be with you. 



People:  And also with you. 
Reader:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John. 
People:  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Jesus said, "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in 
me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 
You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide 
in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and 
I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not 
abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown 
into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever 
you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit 
and become my disciples. 
 
Reader:  The Gospel of Christ. 
People:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon:  The Reverend Father Matt Koovisk 
   Rector 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

Presider:  Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 



Prayers of the Faithful 
 

Assistant: Let us pray to the Lord God Almighty, in whom we live and move 
and have our being. 
 

In our prayers this day, we pray for the Church, remembering our 
brothers and sisters in the Anglican Communion: we pray for the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin, for the Episcopal Church in 
Jersualem & the Middle East. We also remember our own Primate, 
Linda, Greg, our Metropolitan, as well as the Most Rev. Anne 
Germond, Bishop and the Most Rev. Fred Hiltz, Assisting Bishop, 
and the clergy and people of the Missionary Area of Moosonee.  
 

We also remember our brothers and sisters in the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Canada, remembering their National Bishop, 
Susan, the Bishop of the Manitoba-Northwestern Ontario Synod, 
Jason, and The dean, council, and congregations of the Winnipeg 
South Area of the Manitoba-Northwestern Ontario Synod. 
 

We remember our own diocesan family, praying for William, our 
Bishop, Larry, the Assisting Bishop, and St. George's, Brandon: 
Jonathan Hoskin (Cindy); Honorary Assistant: Chris Arthur 
(Heather); Deacon Assistant: Cheryl Kukurudz (Grant); with St. 
Luke’s, Souris, as well as Holy Trinity, Killarney; St. Matthew’s, 
Boissevain; Christ Church, Cartwright; and St. Andrew’s, Deloraine:  
and their Rector-designate: Brennan McCurry as well as the 
Honorary Assistant:  Lawrence Smith (Margaret.)We remember our 
own churches of St. Mary’s, Virden; St. Mark’s, Elkhorn; St. John’s, 
Reston; and Christ Church, Melita; praying especially for Matt and 
Anna, our priests.  
 

Father, we want to produce good fruit in abundance; nurture us as 
branches of the true vine, train and prune us where necessary, and 
may our spiritual harvest make rich wine, wine of your kingdom. 
Lord, in your mercy: 

People:  hear our prayer. 
Assistant: Father, clearly we see around our world the tragic and expensive 

consequences of branches cut off from the true vine. We pray for a 



seeking after your truth and a desire to act rightly and justly in all 
areas of human society. Lord, in your mercy: 

People:  hear our prayer. 
Assistant: Father, we pray for those to whom we are linked by family, 

friendships or work; especially we pray for those separated from 
their loved ones or their home. Lord, in your mercy: 

People: hear our prayer. 
Assistant: Father, we long for healing and wholeness in all who suffer and all 

in dysfunctional communities; guide us to understand how we 
might be part of the healing. Lord, in your mercy: 

People:  hear our prayer. 
Assistant: Father, we know that death cannot separate us from your love; in 

that knowledge we commend to your keeping those who have died 
and all who miss them. Lord, in your mercy: 

People:  hear our prayer. 
 
Assistant: Father, we thank you that we can live in the joyful freedom of your 

love, as we dedicate ourselves to serving others. 
 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers, both those spoken and those 
deep in our hearts for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People:  Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution 
 
Presider: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in 

mercy; he welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let us 
confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness. 

 

Silence is kept. 
 

Presider:  Most merciful God, 
All: we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 



and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Presider: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from 
all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep 
you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People:  Amen. 
 
The Peace 
 
Presider:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
Music During the Preparation of the Altar:  Come Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain 

(Tune: AVE VIRGO VIRGINUM) 
 

Come, ye faithful, raise the strain of triumphant gladness; 
God hath brought his Israel into joy from sadness: 

loosed from Pharaoh's bitter yoke Jacob's sons and daughters; 
led them with unmoistened foot through the Red Sea waters. 

 
'Tis the spring of souls today: Christ hath burst his prison, 

and from three days' sleep in death as a sun hath risen. 
All the winter of our sins, long and dark, is flying 

 from his light, to whom we give laud and praise undying. 
 

Now the queen of seasons, bright with the day of splendour, 
with the royal feast of feasts, comes its joy to render; 

comes to glad Jerusalem, who with true affection 
welcomes in unwearied strains Jesus' resurrection. 

 
Neither might the gates of death, nor the tomb's dark portal, 

nor the watchers, nor the seal hold thee as a mortal; 
but today amidst the twelve thou didst stand, bestowing 
that thy peace which evermore passeth human knowing. 

 
 



5 Alleluia now we cry to our King immortal, 
who triumphant burst the bars of the tomb's dark portal; 

alleluia, with the Son God the Father praising; 
alleluia, yet again to the Spirit raising. 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 
Presider: Gracious God, you show us your way and give us your divine life. 

May everything we do be directed by the knowledge of your truth. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord. Amen. 

 
Eucharistic Prayer (from the Episcopal Church in Scotland) 
 
Presider:  The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
Presider:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:   We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Presider: Worship and praise belong to you, Author of all being. Your power 

sustains, your love restores, our broken world. You are unceasingly 
at work, from chaos bringing order and filling emptiness with life. 
Christ, raised from the dead, proclaims the dawn of hope. He lives 
in us that we may walk in light. Your Spirit is fire in us, your breath 
is power to purge our sin and warm our hearts to love. As children 
of your redeeming purpose, freed by him who burst from the tomb 
and opened the gate of life, we offer you our praise, with angels and 
archangels and the whole company of heaven, singing the hymn of 
your unending glory: 

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

Presider: Praise and thanksgiving be to you, Lord of all, for by the Cross eternal 
life is ours and death is swallowed up in victory. In the first light of 
Easter glory broke from the tomb and changed the women's sorrow 



into joy. From the Garden the mystery dawned that he whom they 
had loved and lost is with us now in every place for ever. Making 
himself known in the breaking of the bread, speaking peace to the 
fearful disciples, welcoming weary fishermen on the shore, he 
renewed the promise of his presence and of new birth in the Spirit 
who sets the seal of freedom on your sons and daughters.  
Before he was given up to suffering and death, recalling the night of 
Israel's release, the night in which slaves walked free, at supper with 
his disciples he took bread and offered you thanks. He broke the 
bread, and gave it to them, saying: "Take, eat. This is my Body: it is 
broken for you." 
After supper, he took the cup, he offered you thanks, and gave it to 
them saying: “Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new 
covenant; it is poured out for you, and for all, that sins may be 
forgiven. Do this in remembrance of me." 
We now obey your Son's command. We recall his blessed passion 
and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension; and we look for 
the coming of his Kingdom. Made one with him, we offer you these 
gifts and with them ourselves a single, holy living sacrifice. Hear us, 
most merciful Father, and send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon 
this bread and this wine, that, overshadowed by his life-giving 
power, they may be the Body and Blood of your Son, and we may be 
kindled with the fire of your love and renewed for the service of your 
Kingdom. Help us, who are baptised into the fellowship of Christ's 
Body to live and work to your praise and glory; may we grow 
together in unity and love until at last, in your new creation, we 
enter into our heritage in the company of the Virgin Mary, the 
apostles, and prophets, and of all our brothers and sisters living and 
departed. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be to you, Lord 
of all ages, world without end. 

People:  Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Presider:  As our Saviour taught us, let us pray: 



 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
Presider:   Lord, we died with you on the cross. 
All:   Now we are raised to new life. 
Presider:  We were buried in your tomb. 
All:   Now we share in your resurrection. 
Presider:  Live in us, that we may live in you. 
Presider:  The gifts of God for the People of God. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
A Spiritual Communion 
 
While the presider receives communion, you’re invited to pray this prayer: 

 



In union, dear Lord, with the faithful at every altar of thy Church where thy blessed Body 
and Blood are being offered to the Father, I desire to offer thee praise and thanksgiving. I 
believe that thou art truly present in the Holy Sacrament. And since I cannot now receive 

thee sacramentally, I beseech thee to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to thee, 
and embrace thee with all the affections of my soul. Let me never be separated from thee. 

Let me live and die in thy love. Amen. 
 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ preserve my body and soul unto 
everlasting life. Amen. 

 
Music During Communion:   Great Are You, Lord as written by David Leonard 

 
Prayer after Communion 
 

Presider: God of love, in this eucharist we have heard your truth and shared 
in your life. May we always walk in your way, in the name of Jesus 
Christ the Lord. Amen. 

 
Glory to God, 

All: whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 
ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the 
Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING 

 
Presider: May Christ, who out of defeat brings new hope and a new future, fill 

you with his new life; and the blessing of God almighty: the ✠ Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, come down upon you and remain with 
you always. Amen. 

 
Announcements, ending with the Closing Hymn: Come and Journey with a Saviour 

(Tune: BEACH SPRING) 
 

Come and journey with a Saviour who has called us from our birth, 
who has washed us in the waters, and who loved us on the earth. 
Come and journey, come and journey with a Saviour who has come. 

We are all God's sons and daughters; in the Spirit we are one. 



 
Come and journey, journey inward, come and seek him deep within, 

where he meets us in our living, in our striving and our sin. 
Come and journey, come and journey with a Saviour who has come. 

We are all God's sons and daughters; in the Spirit we are one. 
 

Come and journey, journey outward, telling others of his name, 
telling others of his glory, of his cross and of the shame. 

Come and journey, come and journey with a Saviour who has come. 
We are all God's sons and daughters; in the Spirit we are one. 

 
Come and journey, journey outward, where that cross calls us to care, 

where injustice and where hunger and the poor call us to share. 
Come and journey, come and journey with a Saviour who has come. 

We are all God's sons and daughters; in the Spirit we are one. 
 

Come and journey, journey upward. Sing his praises, offer prayer. 
In the storm and in the stillness find his presence everywhere. 

Come and journey, come and journey with a Saviour who has come. 
We are all God's sons and daughters; in the Spirit we are one. 

 
Come and journey, journey onward; all our gifts we now shall bring 

to the building of a city that is holy, Christ its King. 
Come and journey, come and journey with a Saviour who has come. 

We are all God's sons and daughters; in the Spirit we are one. 
 
Presider: Alleluia! This service has ended, and our service has just begun. Let 

us go to love and serve the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God! Alleluia! 
 

Postlude Music:  Christ Be Magnified, by Cody Carnes 
 

Service Participants 
 
Presider & Preacher:   The Rev’d Fr. Matt Koovisk 
Assisting Priest:   The Rev’d Anna Sproule 
1st Reading:    Pat Rutherford 



Intercessions:    Pat Forbes 
Responses:    Marjorie Andrew 
 
All music in this order of service is either in the public domain, or is printed with the 
permission of CCLI License 314087, and with the CCLI Streaming License No. 20646414 


