The Order of Service
April 18, 2021 – The Third Sunday of Easter

Opening Hymn:

The Day of Resurrection (Tune: ELLACOMBE)

The Day of Resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad;
The Passover of gladness, the Passover of God!
From death to life eternal, from earth unto the sky,
our Christ hath brought us over with hymns of victory.
Our hearts be pure from evil, that we may see aright
the Lord in rays eternal of resurrection-light;
and, listening to his accents, may hear so calm and plain
his own 'All hail,' and, hearing, may raise the victor strain.
Now let the heavens be joyful, and earth her song begin,
the round world keep high triumph, and all that is therein;
let all things seen and unseen their notes in gladness blend,
for Christ the Lord hath risen, our joy that hath no end.
THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY
Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen, indeed! Alleluia!
May his grace and peace be with you.
May he fill our hearts with joy.

Presider:
All:

Almighty God,
to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
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you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ
our Lord. Amen.
Presider:
All:

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly king,
almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the
Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the
Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Presider:

Let us pray.
O God, your Son made himself known to his disciples in the
breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see
him in his redeeming work, who is alive and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
The First Reading: Acts 3:12-19
Peter addressed the people, "You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why
do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made this man
walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God
of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and
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rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But
you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given
to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To
this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this
man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has
given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. And now, friends,
I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way God
fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah
would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be
wiped out."
Reader:
People:

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Order of Service
April 18, 2021 – The Third Sunday of Easter

The Second Reading:

1 John 3: 1-7

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of
God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that
it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has
not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will
be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him
purify themselves, just as he is pure. Everyone who commits sins is guilty of
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he was revealed to take away
sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him sins; no one who
sins has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive you.
Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.
Reader:
People:

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn: Lord of All Hopefulness
Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
whose trust, ever child-like, no cares can destroy,
be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe,
be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,
Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.
Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
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your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace,
be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm,
be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.
Gospel Reading:
Priest:
People:
Priest:
Luke.
People:

Luke 24: 36b-48
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus himself stood among the disciples and said to them, "Peace be with you."
They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost.
He said to them, "Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your
hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and
see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have." And
when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their
joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, "Have you
anything here to eat?" They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it
and ate in their presence. Then he said to them, "These are my words that I
spoke to you while I was still with you - that everything written about me in
the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled." Then he
opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, "Thus
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it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third
day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these
things."
Priest:
People:

The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

The Sermon
The Right Reverend William G. Cliff
7th Bishop of Brandon

The Nicene Creed
Presider:
All:

Let us confess the faith, as we say:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third
day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
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Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father. With the Father and the Son he is
worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the Faithful
Priest:

May God be glorified now, as we commit ourselves to the work
of prayer, interceding for those in all kinds of need.
In our prayers this day, we remember our brothers and sisters in
the Anglican Communion: we pray for the Archbishop of
Canterbury, Justin, and for the Church of Ireland, and their
Primates, the Most Rev’d John MacDowell (the Archbishop of
Armagh), and the Most Rev’d Michael Jackson (the Archbishop
of Dublin.) We also remember our own Primate, Linda; Mark,
the National Indigenous Archbishop; Greg, our Metropolitan,
and the Most Reverend Anne Germond, the clergy and people of
the Diocese of Algoma.
We also remember our brothers and sisters in the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Canada, remembering their National
Bishop, Susan, the Bishop of the Manitoba-Northwestern
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Ontario Synod, Jason, and the Manitoba South Area of the
Manitoba-Northwestern Ontario Synod.
We remember our own diocesan family, praying for William, our
Bishop, Larry, the Assisting Bishop, and St. Barbara’s at
Canadian Forces Base Shilo, which is vacant at this time. We also
remember and give thanks for our own parish of St. Mary’s,
Virden, remembering especially Matt and Anna, our priests, as
well as Donna & Ed Blair (Dwight, Dwayne, Steven), and Chris
Brereton (Andrew, Evan, Ainsley, Austin.)

People:
Priest:

People:
Priest:

People:
Priest:

In our worship, and our openness to the Spirit of life, in the
Church’s longing and outreach, in the priests, the people, in all
seekers and honest doubters, in all this: may God be glorified.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In the welfare programmes and peace-making missions, in the
struggle to uphold justice, in the aid given to the hungry and the
homeless, in all this: may God be glorified. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In the loving and costly commitment of mothers and fathers,
brothers and sisters, daughters and sons, in the determination to
forgive and forgive, in all the lives shared and cherished, in all
this: may God be glorified. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In the work of nursing, comforting and healing, in the daily
patient struggle with pain and weakness, and in the practical,
good-humoured caring, in all this: may God be glorified. Lord, in
your mercy,
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People:
Priest:

People:
Priest:

People:
Priest:

hear our prayer.
In the twilight years and facing of death, in lives well lived and
now breaking into eternity, in all this: may God be glorified. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In the freedom offered through forgiveness, in the joy of
Resurrection life, in the hope of eternity, in all this: may God be
glorified. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers, both those spoken and
those deep in our hearts, for the sake of your Son, our Saviour,
Jesus Christ. Amen.

Confession and Absolution
Presider:

Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in
mercy; he welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let us
confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.

Silence is kept.
Presider:
All:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.
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Presider:

People:

Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you
from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Peace
Presider:
People:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Offertory Hymn:

Rejoice the Lord is King (Tune: DARWALL)

Rejoice, the Lord is King, your Lord and King adore;
rejoice, give thanks and sing, and triumph evermore:
lift up your heart, lift up your voice; rejoice, again I say, rejoice.
Jesus, the Saviour, reigns, the God of truth and love;
when he had purged our stains, He took his seat above:
lift up your heart, lift up your voice; rejoice, again I say, rejoice.
His kingdom cannot fail; He rules o'er earth and heaven;
the keys of death and hell are to our Jesus given:
lift up your heart, lift up your voice; rejoice, again I say, rejoice.
He sits at God's right hand till all his foes submit,
and bow to his command, and fall beneath his feet:
lift up your heart, lift up your voice; rejoice, again I say, rejoice.
Rejoice in glorious hope! Jesus, our Judge, shall come
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and take His servants up to their eternal home:
lift up your heart, lift up your voice; rejoice, again I say, rejoice.

Prayer over the Gifts
Presider:

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Creator of all, you wash away our sins in water, you give us new
birth by the Spirit, and redeem us in the blood of Christ. As we
celebrate the resurrection, renew your gift of life within us. We
ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord. Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer (from the Episcopal Church in Scotland)
Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:
Presider:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Worship and praise belong to you, Author of all being. Your
power sustains, your love restores, our broken world. You are
unceasingly at work, from chaos bringing order and filling
emptiness with life.
Christ, raised from the dead, proclaims the dawn of hope. He
lives in us that we may walk in light. Your Spirit is fire in us, your
breath is power to purge our sin and warm our hearts to love. As
children of your redeeming purpose, freed by him who burst
from the tomb and opened the gate of life, we offer you our
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All:

Presider:

praise, with angels and archangels and the whole company of
heaven, singing the hymn of your unending glory:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and
earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is
he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Praise and thanksgiving be to you, Lord of all, for by the Cross
eternal life is ours and death is swallowed up in victory. In the first
light of Easter glory broke from the tomb and changed the
women's sorrow into joy. From the Garden the mystery dawned
that he whom they had loved and lost is with us now in every
place for ever. Making himself known in the breaking of the
bread, speaking peace to the fearful disciples, welcoming weary
fishermen on the shore, he renewed the promise of his presence
and of new birth in the Spirit who sets the seal of freedom on your
sons and daughters.
Before he was given up to suffering and death, recalling the night
of Israel's release, the night in which slaves walked free, at supper
with his disciples he took bread and offered you thanks. He broke
the bread, and gave it to them, saying: "Take, eat. This is my
Body: it is broken for you."
After supper, he took the cup, he offered you thanks, and gave it
to them saying: “Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the
new covenant; it is poured out for you, and for all, that sins may
be forgiven. Do this in remembrance of me."
We now obey your Son's command. We recall his blessed passion
and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension; and we look
for the coming of his Kingdom. Made one with him, we offer you
these gifts and with them ourselves a single, holy living sacrifice.
Hear us, most merciful Father, and send your Holy Spirit upon
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People:

us and upon this bread and this wine, that, overshadowed by his
life-giving power, they may be the Body and Blood of your Son,
and we may be kindled with the fire of your love and renewed for
the service of your Kingdom. Help us, who are baptised into the
fellowship of Christ's Body to live and work to your praise and
glory; may we grow together in unity and love until at last, in
your new creation, we enter into our heritage in the company of
the Virgin Mary, the apostles, and prophets, and of all our
brothers and sisters living and departed. Through Jesus Christ
our Lord, with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be to you,
Lord of all ages, world without end.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Presider:
All:

And now, as our Saviour Christ has commanded and taught us,
we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Presider:
All:

Lord, we died with you on the cross.
Now we are raised to new life.
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Presider:
All:
Presider:

We were buried in your tomb.
Now we share in your resurrection.
Live in us, that we may live in you.

Presider:
People:

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

A Spiritual Communion
While the people in the church receive communion, you’re invited to pray
this prayer:
In union, dear Lord, with the faithful at every altar of thy Church where thy
blessed Body and Blood are being offered to the Father, I desire to offer thee praise
and thanksgiving. I believe that thou art truly present in the Holy Sacrament. And
since I cannot now receive thee sacramentally, I beseech thee to come spiritually
into my heart. I unite myself to thee, and embrace thee with all the affections of my
soul. Let me never be separated from thee. Let me live and die in thy love. Amen.
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ preserve my body and soul unto
everlasting life. Amen.
Prayer after Communion
Presider:

Author of life divine, in the breaking of bread we know the risen
Lord. Feed us always in these mysteries, that we may show your
glory to all the world. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
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Glory to God,
whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we
can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to
generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and
ever. Amen.

All:

THE EPISCOPAL BLESSING
Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
The Maker of heaven and earth.
Blessed be the name of the Lord:
From this time forth and forevermore.

Presider:

The blessing, mercy and grace of God almighty: the ✠ Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, come down upon you and remain
with you always. Amen.

Announcements, ending with the Closing Hymn:
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (Tune: HYFRYDOL)
Love Divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, to earth come down,
Fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure unbounded love thou art;
Visit us with thy salvation, enter every trembling heart.
Come, almighty to deliver, let us all thy life receive;
Suddenly return, and never, never more thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above,
Pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love.
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Finish, then thy new creation, pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation, perfectly restored in thee,
changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise!
Assistant:
People:

Alleluia! This service has ended, and our service has just begun.
Let us go to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

Service Participants:
Presider and Preacher:
Assisting Priest:

The Right Reverend William G. Cliff
The Reverend Father Matt Koovisk

